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The BCWM renews it’s museum accreditation successfully.

The Bentwaters Cold War Museum has retained its status of Full Museum Accreditation following a review by Arts Council England. The Museum Accreditation

scheme is the UK industry standard for museums and galleries that makes sure museums manage their collections properly, engage with visitors, and are governed

appropriately. Retaining Full Accreditation re�ects the continuing good practice that the team of volunteers at BCWM are doing.

Accreditation covers all types and sizes of museums and galleries and there are currently more than 1700 museums participating in the scheme across the UK.

Arts Council England states on their website that Museums Accreditation highlights how much strong museums matter to the UK:

Museums are at the very heart of our cultural identity: they’re places for sharing stories, ideas and connections. Museum collections are much more than individual

objects: they’re irreplaceable public assets. They’re our heritage, and people trust museums to safeguard them for the next generation.  Museums shape

communities: whether that’s by bringing together people with shared interests or providing places and events that draw local communities together.

Aviation Book Sale on November 24th

We will be holding an aviation book sale at the museum on Sunday November 24th Sunday from 10:00-15:00 – why not pop along and see if you can grab a bargain!
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The ideal Xmas present?

With Xmas coming up, what better time is there to buy a 2020 calendar as a present or for yourself? Why not treat yourself to a BCWM calendar!

 

The calendar will hopefully raise much-needed funds for a new café and shop at the museum. The idea of a calendar was that of BCWM manager Graham Haynes

(an avid amateur photographer) and only became reality due to the help and organisational skills of professional model, Jessica Fisher. The museum wishes to
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thank all of the models who gave up their time, free of charge to support this project.

 

Prices for the calendar are as follows: In the Museum Shop £12, posted to the UK £15, and posted to the US £20

Postage options

Postage to the UK £15.00 GBP

Final opening of 2019…

The last museum opening of the 2019 season was a really busy one on October 20th.  It included presentations throughout the day on the Royal Air Force’s

presence at Bentwaters during World War 2 when the base was busy with Spit�res and Mustangs. There was also a visit from a Mazda MX5 car club who had a

really good attendance and interest throughout the day.

We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who visited the museum throughout the year and to those who joined the Bentwaters Aviation Society as

membership fees are a huge bene�t in keeping the museum alive and funded for the future.

You can join the Bentwaters Aviation Society by visiting our website here.

The F84 arrives!
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Here are some images as promised of the F84 being unloaded at Bentwaters after it’s transit on 25th September 2019
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New arrival at the BCWM!

The BCWM has now received it’s 9th airframe in the form of a Republic F-84F Thunderstreak. The aircraft, 51-7133 was transported to the museum on September

24 and 25th from the RAF Museum at Cosford where the aircraft was in storage for almost 20 years. We are planning on a restoration and then a repaint of the

airframe into the colours of an 81st FBW aircraft. We will publish more images of the aircraft soon, but you can read more about this aircraft’s history on our aircraft

page.

 

Exclusive photo opportunity of XX741…

The BAS have organised a photoshoot of Jaguar XX741 on a dispersal pad at RAF Bentwaters on 12th October 2019 between 1530 and 1930. The aircraft will have

electrical power applied to it, but will NOT be ground running with her engines.

This is a rare opportunity to be able to photograph and video the jet in a realistic setting, that will also be enhanced with weapon loading scenarios during the event.

Places are strictly limited to 50 attendees, and will cost £50 per head.

You can read more about the event and book a place using this link – http://www.bentwaters-as.org.uk/xx741-event/
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Last walk of the year….

The museum has organised the last Cold War Air�eld Walk for this year on Sunday 27th October 2019. This will be a guided walk around the former RAF Bentwaters

base. Take in the atmosphere of an ex United States Air Force base which played a huge part during the Cold War, and will include a visit to the museum’s aircraft

restoration hangar (other areas subject to availability on the day)

The cost is £17.00 per person (unfortunately no children permitted), starts at 11am ,and will last about four to �ve hours.

Contact the museum by emailing us on info@bcwm.org.uk for details about availability. Alternatively you can book a place directly and pay for it online by visiting

the booking form on the BAS website using this link – http://www.bentwaters-as.org.uk/2019tour/

The places will be booked on a �rst come, �rst served basis.

Thanks to Bentwaters Parks Ltd for granting access.

Anglo American Open Day on September 15th

We had over 600 visitors on Sunday Sept 15th to our Anglo American Open Day which was a great turnout, so many thanks to those of you who were able to make

it! We had some great exhibits ranging from classic American cars & bikes, to model aircraft, �re engines, owls, and even a Punch & Judy show! some images from

the event can be seen below:
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Some pictures in the Museum on September 1st.

We were open yesterday so took the opportunity to grab some photos of some of our displays. We are still open on September 15, and October 6 & 20 so why not

try and pay us a visit?
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Are we Suffolk museum of the year?

If you think we should be nominated for Suffolk Museum of the Year 2019 then please vote for us at the link below. All nominations are greatly appreciated.

You can nominate and read more on the East Anglian website here.

Have you ever been on a tour of RAF Bentwaters?

Well if you haven’t, and would like to do so, we are running one on July 28th 2019. The tour will include a visit to the Power of the Past Museum (Bill Kemball’s

excellent agricultural equipment collection), the BCWM Restoration HAS and a trip around the air�eld site. The tour usually lasts approx. 4 hours so please bring a

packed lunch and drinks.

It’s a bargain at £15 per head, so why not book yourself a place? Visit the BAS website for the booking form



https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/suffolk-museum-of-the-year-2019-nomination-form-1-6238137?fbclid=IwAR1SBYa5KNDFdaNd_bVlrF9Iu28oFEraYIncv3O7m07_y-HzoR-22xfuChI
http://www.bentwaters-as.org.uk/2019tour/
https://i2.wp.com/www.bcwm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/BCWMSept2019-17.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.bcwm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/BCWMSept2019-13.jpg
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The BCWM has a new guide…

We have now produced a brand new guidebook for the museum, which is a glossy full colour 25 page booklet that covers the history of the museum as well as

elements of the Cold War and the Bentwaters base. You can easily order yourself a copy online or buy it in the museum shop when you visit us. It’s proved to be

extremely popular and a very good seller!!! Prices are posted to the UK £7.50 and USA £10

 

Postage Location

Guide posted to the UK £7.50 GBP



https://i0.wp.com/www.bcwm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/BCWMguide2-Medium.png
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2019 Anglo American Open Day is in the planning stages…

We are holding another Anglo American Open Day on Sunday 15 September 2019 from 10:00-16:00. Further details will be published soon, so please keep an eye on

our website and Facebook pages for more details as they are revealed.

Many thanks to the East Of England CoOp for their charity collections…

Many thanks to the East of England Coop for having Bentwaters Cold War Museum as one of their nominated Charities and massive thank you to everyone who

supported us by putting their green tokens into our collecting box. We have just been presented with a cheque for £200 from Chris Matthews, the Manager at the

Woodbridge branch.

 



http://www.bcwm.org.uk/news-from-2019/


7/25/2020 News from 2019 – Bentwaters Cold War Museum

www.bcwm.org.uk/news-from-2019/ 14/17

Now available – Limited Edition 2020 BCWM Calendar.

The calendar will hopefully raise much-needed funds for a new café and shop at the museum. The idea of a calendar was that of BCWM manager Graham Haynes

(an avid amateur photographer) and only became reality due to the help and organisational skills of professional model, Jessica Fisher. The museum wishes to

thank all of the models who gave up their time, free of charge to support this project.

Prices for the calendar are as follows: In the Museum Shop £12, posted to the UK £15, and posted to the US £20

Postage options

Postage to the UK £15.00 GBP
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Join us for a walk around Bentwaters on April 14th. – AS OF MARCH 9TH THIS IS NOW FULLY BOOKED!

The museum has organised the �rst Cold War Air�eld Walk for this year on Sunday 14th April 2019. This will be a guided walk around the former RAF Bentwaters

base. Take in the atmosphere of an ex United States Air Force base which played a huge part during the Cold War, and will include a visit to the museum’s aircraft

restoration hangar.

The cost is £17.00 per person (unfortunately no children permitted), starts at 11am and will last about �ve hours. Contact the museum by emailing us here  for

details about availability.

Alternatively you can book a place directly and pay for it online by visiting the booking form on the BAS website here.  The places will be booked on a �rst come,

�rst served basis.

Thanks to Bentwaters Parks Ltd for granting access.
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The BCWM and Bob Hale appear on the BBC…

Our very own Bob Hale was recently interviewed on the latest BBC1 “Flog It” episode as part of their recent visit to Suffolk. The interview not only discusses Bob’s

time working at Bentwaters, but shows many parts of the museum – watch it on the BBC iPlayer using the link below:



https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00031xw
http://www.bcwm.org.uk/news-from-2019/
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More roaring from the big cat…

An anti-det run was undertaken with XX741 on Sunday March 3rd – this was part of the ongoing restoration of the Jaguar and was used to prove some recent work

had been successful which it was! The video is about 4 minutes long but is full of noise so make sure to turn up your volume…

Link to YouTube video

Opening Dates for 2019!

The new dates for opening in 2019 are listed below. Make sure you can visit us if you can this year.

April – 7, 21, & 22,

May – 5, 6, 19, 26, & 27

June – 2 & 16

July – 7 & 21

August – 4, 18, 25, & 26

September – 1 & 15

October – 6 & 20
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